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How	  to	  create	  a	  neighborhood	  genealogy	  like	  
TruxtonCircle.org	  



Determine	  your	  
geographic	  
boundaries	  
Start	  with	  where	  you	  believe	  
your	  neighborhood’s	  
boundaries	  are	  now.	  If	  that	  is	  
too	  large,	  pick	  a	  few	  blocks	  of	  
interest.	  

Neighborhood	  boundaries	  
change	  over	  %me.	  	  If	  your	  
neighborhood	  is	  in	  the	  old	  city	  
boundaries,	  to	  stay	  consistent,	  
keep	  the	  same	  city	  squares.	  
Within	  those	  boundaries	  you	  
may	  no%ce	  great	  or	  slight	  
changes	  with	  landmarks,	  
streets,	  alleys	  and	  buildings	  
coming,	  going	  or	  changing.	  	  



Maps	  
• Start	  with	  the	  1887	  
Hopkins	  Map	  in	  the	  
Washingtonia	  Room	  
at	  the	  Mar%n	  
Luther	  King	  Library.	  
• Look	  for	  your	  
neighborhood	  in	  
the	  front	  index.	  

• Ask	  a	  librarian	  for	  
help.	  	   View	  of	  maps	  in	  the	  Washingtonia	  room.	  



Look	  at	  Baist	  and	  Hopkins	  Maps	  to	  see	  
changes	  over	  %me	  

Baist	  1887	  

Hopkins	  



Other	  Map	  Resources	  
Library	  of	  Congress-‐	  Geography	  Reading	  Room	  and	  On-‐Line-‐	  hSp://www.loc.gov	  

Historic	  Map	  Works-‐	  hSp://www.historicmapworks.com/	  

The	  Library	  of	  
Congress	  has	  maps	  on	  
line.	  When	  you	  visit	  
the	  Library	  of	  Congress	  
in	  person	  you	  will	  also	  
have	  access	  to	  
Sanborn	  Fire	  Maps	  in	  
electronic	  form.	  



Once	  you	  have	  looked	  at	  the	  maps	  and	  determined	  your	  
boundaries,	  you	  can	  tell	  which	  years	  with	  the	  US	  Census	  
you	  need.	  If	  there	  were	  buildings	  and	  residences	  in	  1887	  
in	  your	  study	  area,	  start	  with	  the	  1880	  census.	  If	  not,	  
then	  begin	  with	  1900.	  



Finding	  Census	  Informa%on	  

•  Find	  what	  enumera%on	  districts	  (“ED”)	  apply	  
to	  your	  study	  area	  for	  that	  census.	  EDs	  change	  
with	  each	  census.	  

•  Find	  EDs	  with	  Stephen	  Morse’s	  ED	  finder,	  
using	  streets.	  See	  hSp://stevemorse.org/
census/index.html	  

•  OR	  use	  census	  maps	  at	  the	  Na%onal	  Archives	  



Finding	  a	  census	  

Once	  you	  have	  the	  EDs,	  you	  can	  then	  look	  at	  
census	  rolls.	  

•  Find	  census	  microfilm	  at	  the	  Na%onal	  
Archives,	  the	  Washingtonia	  room	  at	  the	  MLK	  
Library,	  and	  many	  area	  research	  libraries.	  

•  Find	  the	  census	  on-‐line	  at	  genealogy	  websites,	  
like	  Ancestry.com	  and	  HeritageQuest.	  



Decide	  what	  you	  need	  from	  the	  
Census	  

There	  are	  many	  and	  
different	  ques%ons	  the	  
census	  asks	  and	  you	  
may	  find	  it	  unnecessary	  
to	  collect	  all	  the	  
answers.	  So	  determine	  
what	  you	  need.	  



Challenges	  

Difficult	  to	  read	  
Names	  and	  numbers	  can	  be	  hard	  to	  

read.	  Look	  for	  the	  best	  and	  
clearest	  copy.	  

Some%mes	  city	  directories	  can	  help	  
fill	  in	  the	  block.	  

Directories	  
Find	  city	  directories	  on	  
Ancestry.com	  or	  at	  the	  Na%onal	  
Archives	  library.	  



Ancestry.Com	  has	  indexed	  much	  of	  the	  census	  
and	  it	  can	  be	  used	  as	  a	  resource	  in	  capturing	  
informa%on	  or	  helping	  with	  determining	  what	  
unclear	  words	  are.	  	  



Collect	  the	  data	  and	  share	  it	  

•  Data	  collected	  from	  census	  can	  be	  placed	  in	  
spreadsheets.	  

•  Maps	  can	  be	  photographed	  or	  copied	  from	  
on-‐line	  sources.	  

•  Free	  blog	  websites	  like	  Blogspot	  or	  Wordpress	  
can	  help	  share	  images	  and	  words	  about	  what	  
you’ve	  	  found.	  

•  Free	  file	  sharing	  websites	  like	  Google	  Docs	  can	  
let	  you	  share	  spreadsheets	  and	  jpeg	  files.	  



The	  End	  

If	  you	  need	  more	  guidance	  regarding	  doing	  a	  DC	  
or	  urban	  neighborhood	  genealogy	  like	  
TruxtonCircle.org	  please	  contact	  M	  Marie	  
Maxwell	  at	  mari	  @	  inshaw.com.	  


